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judgment. Sir Rufus himself was sympathetic toward their
demands, but the Government as a whole were not prepared at
the moment to introduce the necessary legislation $ so in addressing
his constituents on the subject in October, on his first appearance
among them as Attorney-General, the only method of dealing
with the position which he was able to indicate was that of payment
of all members. Those primarily affected were, however? not
satisfied with that solution, and the agitation continued to grow.

But the centre of the political stage was still occupied by the
constitutional issue. The proceedings of the conference had
been punctuated by recurrent rumours of deadlock, and on
November 10 after twenty-one meetings it finally broke down.
On the Prime Minister's advice the King at once dissolved Par-
liament, and members were faced with the unattractive prospect
of fighting a second election within the year.

The reduction of Sir Rufus's majority at the last election to
the narrow margin of 207 had encouraged the Conservatives in
their hopes of winning the seat, and his position in the Govern-
ment made it more than ever a desirable prize. They were further
cheered by the presence of a new candidate of great energy and
charm, Captain Leslie Wilson, a former officer of the Royal
Marines, who was to become in after years first Conservative
Chief Whip, then Governor of Bombay during Lord Reading's
Viceroyalty and later Governor of Queensland. It was a feature
of his elections that Sir Rufus was never opposed by the same
candidate twice.

Reading thus became one of the key seats in the contest and
was chosen as a battleground by the heaviest guns. Mr. Lloyd
George had spoken there in the January election ; but this time
the Prime Minister himself addressed a meeting of some eight
thousand persons in the corporation tram sheds on November 29?
and on December 1 Mr. Balfour replied to him from the same
improvised platform.

The country can seldom have been deluged by so torrential
a rain of oratory as in December, 1910, but there was in truth little
to be said that was new, and even the most stirring and eloquent
speeches on either side consisted in the main of repetitions of the
mutual defiance already breathed in the previous January.

Nor did the result show any significant change. The Liberals,
who had been 375 strong before the last election and had then
decreased to 274, were now 272 $ the Conservatives, who had
increased from 167 to 272, were now 271 $ while Labour, having
earlier fallen from 46 to 41, recovered to 42.

The balance was thus held by some 85 Irish Nationalists, the